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Genre 
• Genre refers to a type or 

category of film that has its 
own recognizable conventions 
and stock characters. 

• Convention: the way 
something is usually done.  

• Stock Character:  a 
stereotypical person whom 
audiences readily recognize 
from frequent recurrences in 
a particular literary 
tradition. 



Genre 
• Genres rely on repetition and 

variation rather than 
uniqueness, sharing familiar 
and recognizable 
conventions. 

• It is one method of 
classifying film. 

• One example of a film genre 
would be the Western. 

• What other film genres can 
you think of? 



Categorizing Genre 
• Many film genres relate to literary 

genres. 

• Film genres can be categorized by: 

 Setting (Western, Sci-Fi) 

 Mood (Comedy, Horror) 

 Format (Musical, Documentary) 

• But also by: 

 Style (German Expressionism, Cinéma 
Vérité) 

 Intended Audience (Family, Kids, Teen, 
Adult, Cult) 

 Theme (Paranoid Political, Social 
Satire) 

 Period/ Country (American 1970s, 
Soviet 1920’s)  

 Intended Venue (Drive-In, Midnight) 



Some Examples 
 
Can you think of a film to match each description? 

• Action  

• Thriller 

• Prison 

• Martial Arts 

• Beach Party 

• Costume Drama 

• Horror 

• Musical 

• Mystery 

• Film Noir 

• Crime 

• Coming of Age 

• Biker 

• Detective 

• Gangster 

• Romance 

• Science Fiction 

• Heist 

• Disaster 

• Fantasy 

• Comedy 

• Courtroom 

• Biopic 

• Historical  

• Spy 

• Western 

• War 

• Rom Com 

• Cult 

• Epic 

• Family 



Sub Genre 
• A subgenre is a smaller category within 

a genre category. 

• For example: 

 
Horror 

Creature 

Ghost 

Haunted House 

Serial Killer 

Splatter 

Vampire 

Zombie 

Comedy 

Black Comedy 

Family Comedy 

Gross-Out 

Parody 

Satire 

Slapstick 

Teen 
 

Can you think of other examples? 



Film Examples 
 
How might you categorize each of the following films we have seen according to genre? 

 Lord of the Rings 

 Star Wars 

 The Lego Movie 

 How to Train Your Dragon 

 Forrest Gump 

 Shrek 

 Harry Potter 

 Zootopia 

 Vanilla Sky 

 Pulp Fiction 

 The Angry Birds Movie 

 The Princess Bride 

 A Trip to the Moon 

 The Great Train Robbery 

 Battleship Potemkin 

 The Jazz Singer 

 Modern Times 

 Mildred Pierce 

 Goodfellas 

 Amadeus 

 Hairspray 

 Do the Right Thing 

 Pleasantville 

 Amélie 

 Corpse Bride 

 The Wizard of Oz 

 Gone with the Wind 

 Touch of Evil 

 West Side Story 

 The Shining 



Conventions 
• A convention is a widely used and 

accepted device in an art form that 
is commonly understood within a 
given culture. 

• What examples of film genre 
conventions can you think of? 

• Why might audiences respond 
positively to genre conventions? 

• What variations are possible 
within examples of films from the 
same genre? 

• Can you think of vastly different 
films that share the same genre? 

• Can you think of any films that defy 
genre classification? 

 



Hybrid Genres 
• In some cases, two genres have been 

combined to create a hybrid possessing 
elements of each genre. 

• These include: 

 Horror-Comedy 

 Sci-Fi-Western 

 Western-Musical 

 Romantic-Comedy 

 Sci-Fi-Horror 

 Action-Comedy 

 Romantic-Fantasy 

• Can you think of an example for each? 

• Can you think of other hybrid genres? 

 

 

 



See if you can tell which genre 
each film belongs to by looking at 
its poster. 















Film Genres Quiz 
1. What is a film genre? 

2. List four examples of film genres. (4 points) 

3. What is a stock character? 

4. List two ways a film can be categorized. 

5. What is a sub-genre? 

6. What is a convention? 

7. What is a hybrid genre? 

 

 

 


